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Oceanfront Condos In Wild Dunes

(843) 442-1889  (text or call)  
Betty@BettyPoore.com  

BettyPoore.com

Y O U R  C O N N E C T I O N  T O 
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Listed Exclusively By:

308B Shipwatch Villas   |   $635,000
3 bedroom, 3 bath, 1322 sq ft

214C Shipwatch Villas   |   $652,000
3 bedroom, 3 bath, 1322 sq ft

224D Shipwatch Villas   |   $749,000
3 bedroom, 3 bath, 1322 sq ft

202 I Tidewater   |   $599,000  
2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1267 sq ft

116C Shipwatch Villas   |   $569,000
2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1084 sq ft

315C Shipwatch Villas   |   $599,500
2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1084 sq ft

mailto:Betty@bettypoore.com
http://bettypoore.com/
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My Father’s Moustache
(843) 884-2425

www.MyFathersMoustache.com

Billards, Shuffleboards, Dart Room,
Pinball and Video Games

Lunch ~ Dinner ~ Delivery
• Prime Rib Every Friday and Saturday Night

• Bangers and Mash, Shepherd’s Pie, Fish & Chips, Pretzels

• Weekly SPecialS

• HaPPy HouR • eVentS

1405 Ben Sawyer Blvd.
Mt. Pleasant

Suite 102
843-881-6933

EStabliShEd in 1996

www.praxispilates.com

1405 Ben Sawyer Blvd. • Mt. Pleasant
843.388.2868 

Mon-Sat 10-6
843.388.2868

Best Boutique in Mt. Pleasant

Your hot 
spot for 

fashion & 
style!

@marymojoboutique
and Get 20% OFF One Item

Cold got 
you down?  
Just walk in!

(843) 884.8121
www.mtpleasanturgentcare.com

Local Gifts For All Occasions

KAREN’S
KORNER

Frame Shop & Art Gallery

(843) 971-4110
www.KarensKornerFrameAndArt.com

Thank you for voting us Best Art Gallery 4 years!

Art Work
Jewelry
Pottery

Sculptures
Photography

Custom Framing

Over 15 Local Artists!

http://www.myfathersmoustache.com/
http://www.praxispilates.com/
http://www.mtpleasanturgentcare.com/
http://www.karenskornerframeandart.com/
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My oldest son, drew, and I moved to the Isle  
Of Palms in 1979. I remember our first night on the island. 
We had just unloaded 
everything into a 
house we were renting 

on 29th Avenue. We were hungry, so 
we decided to run out for a burger. Of 
course, the IOP Connector hadn’t been 
built yet, and our closest option was 
Burger King on Coleman Boulevard, 
where Heritage Trust is today. It was a 
long drive for some fast food. 
 Drew and I loved our new island. 
We both enjoyed walking to the beach 
and eating at Front Beach Floyd’s or 
The Palms on front beach. He went to 
Sullivan’s Island Elementary, which has 
always been a great school. At the time, 
there was only one way on and off the 
island. That was one of the reasons I 
always felt Drew was safe when I was at 
work off the island. We created a lot of 
great memories when we lived on the Isle Of Palms. Though much has changed 
since 1979, one thing hasn’t: the high level of passion residents have for their piece 
of sand on the Isle Of Palms.  
 Published four times a year, Isle Of Palms Magazine is aimed at residents 
and visitors alike. Each issue will take readers on a journey through the island’s 
past. You’ll be able to read about your island neighbors, some who have called 
the Isle Of Palms home for a lifetime and others who have recently discovered 
its unique lifestyle.  
 In this issue, we’re excited to have interviewed longtime Wild Dunes 
residents Tommy and Bonnie Hartnett. It’s a great island story: from the island to 
Washington, D.C. and back again. Managing editor Brian Sherman interviewed 
Norma Jean Page, who’s been with the IOP Recreation Department since 1997, and 
Councilman Jimmy Carroll, who was recently appointed to a second term as chair 
of the Recreation Committee. We went back in time and landed on the shoreline of 
Goat Island to visit the former home of the reclusive Goat Man, and we also traveled 
across the island to Wild Dunes to take a tour of a home in Ocean Point. 
 We hope you’ll also enjoy our editorial staple, Island Facetime, and the quick 
read about Isle Of Palms firsts.  
 Since the Isle Of Palms and Sullivan’s Island are neighbors, we thought 
you’d like the idea of two magazines in one. After all, the two islands have been 
connected for many decades by ferries, roads and bridges. Why not continue to 
connect East Cooper’s island towns through the digital and printed pages of this 
magazine? Read the digital magazine at www.IOPmag.com. 

—  B i l l  M a c c h i o
 Publisher@IsleOfPalmsMagazine.com  

P u B l i s h e r ’ s  N ot e
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Opening Doors
ON ISLE OF PALMS 
AND CHARLESTON

    A home is not a home because of its room dimensions or the color of the walls.  How gratifying 
it is to connect  buyers to their forever home, vacation property or, just as important, a fi rst time 
homebuyer.  Finding that special place where you can begin building lifelong memories with family 
and friends.
    Since starting my career on the Isle of Palms in 1984, I consequently was fortunate enough to 
open my own vacation management company and real estate sales offi ce on the Island in 1987.  
In 2009, I joined Carolina One Real Estate because of their marketing resources and their stellar 
reputation as well as their charitable giving back to the community.
    It is my honor to work with you.  Please feel comfortable calling me with any questions.  I would 
love the opportunity of providing you with a free, no obligation market evaluation giving you the 
most current and valuable information.

Darlene Smith
Carolina One Real Estate

1503 Palm Blvd., Isle of Palms, SC 29451-2280

843-696-7824
darlenesmith@carolinaone.com  |  darlenesmithrealestate.com

3084 Pignatelli Crescent 
Mount Pleasant, SC 29466

Magnifi cent waterfront home 
in the exclusive community of 
Dunes West.  4 Bedrooms, 3.5 

Baths  3,482 Sq. ft. 
3 Car garage

Tidewater H202
Isle of Palms, SC 29451

ABSOLUTELY 
OCEANFRONT!!!

 Totally renovated  in Wild 
Dunes. 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 

1,137 Sq. ft. 

 302 Charleston Boulevard
 Isle of Palms, SC 29451 

Sophisticated but charming 
beach home 2nd row from 

beach.  5 Bedrooms, 3 Baths. 
2,241 Sq. ft. 

2106 Palm Boulevard
Isle of Palms, SC 29451  

Classic Beach House with a 
large screened in porch. 
6 Bedrooms, 6.5 baths. 

3,725 Sq. ft. 

S O L D

http://www.iopmag.com/
mailto:Publisher@isleofpalmsmagazine.com
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mailto:Publisher@iopmag.com
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mailto:cullen@mountpleasantmagazine.com
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John Kurc

Lives in: Isle of  Palms, South Carolina. 
 
From: Houston, Texas. 
 
Education: Georgia State University. 
 

Employment: Fine art photographer.  
 
Favorite reading: “A Confederacy of  Dunces,” by John Kennedy Toole, 
“Kitchen Confidential,” by Anthony Bourdain. 
 
Favorite music: The Pretenders, The Cranberries, The Decemberists, 
Black Rebel Motorcycle Club, Jason Mraz, Lyle Lovett, The Handsome 
Family, Junior Brown, Jeff  Coffin, The Rolling Stones, The Doors and a 
million more. 
 
Activities: Cycling and capturing moments in time. 
 
Interests: Being a great dad, ballet, music and technology.  
 
Likes: Cats; Nikon, Polaroid and Leica Cameras. 
 
Favorite quote or philosophy: Never give up.

Facetime

We’re spending a little time with some of our neighbors to help you get 
to know them better. If you want to appear in Facetime or to suggest someone you find interesting, 
please email the name and contact information (email and/or phone number) to 
editor@iopmag.com. 

Our Isle of Palms Neighbors

Tami Enright

Lives in: A tiny house on the Isle of  Palms, South 
Carolina. 
  
From: Native South Carolina girl. 
  
Education: University of  South Carolina, master 
gardener, apiarist, School of  Hard Knocks. 

  
Employment: Executive director of  The Bee Cause Project (http://
www.thebeecause.org/). 
  
Favorite reading: “The Secret Life of  Bees,” by Sue Monk Kidd. 
  
Favorite music: “Flight of  the Bumblebee,” by Nikolai 
Rimsky-Korsakov. 
  
Activities: In addition to running The Bee Cause Project, I seem to 
spend the majority of  my time shuttling my four children between 
school and after-school activities. Most days I also succeed at feeding 
them. 
  
Interests: I love what we are doing at The Bee Cause Project. I also 
enjoy spending time with my husband, my children and my friends. 
  
Likes: Sleep. When I can get it. And walks on the beach with Honey, 
my golden doodle.

Dick Cronin

Lives in: Closest place to paradise (The Isle of  
Palms).  
 
From: Lived in seven cities in five different states. 
 
Education: Tufts University - Electrical 

Engineering. Harvard Business School - Program for Management 
Development. 
 
Employment: 8th year as Isle of  Palms mayor. 
 
Favorite reading: Currently, “The Mayor: Joe Riley and the Rise of  
Charleston,” by Brian Hicks. 
 
Favorite music: From Josh Groban to Adele. 
 
Activities: Every day, either tennis, biking, golf  or walking the beach. 
 
Interests: Serving on the Board of  the Municipal Association of  South 
Carolina and photography, as a pure amateur  
                  
Favorite philosophy or quote: Life is too short not to enjoy every 
moment with family and friends.

Frank Kline

Lives in: Mount Pleasant, South Carolina. 

From: Mount Pleasant, South Carolina. 

Education: USC.  

Employment: Head chef  at Acme Lowcountry 

Kitchen. 

Favorite reading: Either sports magazines or cookbooks. 

Favorite music: Alternative rock – The National, Modest Mouse. 

Activities: Cooking – even in my spare time.  

Interests: I’m a sports fanatic.  

Likes: My wife, being out on the water, taking care of  my three pet 

ferrets and puppy.  

Favorite quote or philosophy: “Excuses are the nails that built the 

house of  failure.”

w w w.ILoveIOP.com |  w w w.Is leO fPalmsMagazine.com 7

 
First Name oF islaNd 
Hunting Island
 
First Home Built oN islaNd 
Summer residence of the Nicholas Sottile family – 1898 

First Post oFFice 
Inside Hudson’s Pavilion – Aug. 5, 1913 

First PaPerBoy 
George Wurthmann – 1933 

Isle of 
Palms Firsts

First PolicemaN/also Fire cHieF 
Eddie Walters, known as “Chief” – 1945

First mayor oF ioP 
Walter I. Chapman Jr. - elected to office May 31, 1952 

First FilliNg statioN 
Leo Hendrickson’s filling station and general repair – 1935 

First Full-time Fire cHieF
Larry Britton – 1987 

First PHarmacy 
Island Pharmacy – April 16, 1992 

First BaNk 
Southern Bank and Trust 

First grocery store 
Isle of Palms Food Store 

First restauraNt 
Huck’s – 1940 

First cHurcH 
First United Methodist Church - 12 21st Ave.

� ank you Mount Pleasant 
for voting us Best Vet!

2016
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3373 S. Morgans Point Rd., Ste. 301 • Mt. Pleasant SC 29466
(843) 884-9838

Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-6pm • Saturday 8am-1pm
www.advancedanimalcaremp.com • www.facebook.com/AACMP

Insta

FREE Initial Physical Exam 
for New Clients

Coupon must be present at time of service. 

http://www.iloveiop.com/
http://www.isleofpalmsmagazine.com/
mailto:editor@iopmag.com
http://www.thebeecause.org/
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T 
he Isle of Palms RecReatIon 
Center is more than just a dog- and 
kid-friendly venue where local resi-
dents and visitors of all ages can go 
to learn, play and compete. In the 
eyes of longtime Recreation Director 
Norma Jean Page, it’s the heart of the 

island and the center of its social 
universe. 

 “It’s a comfortable, easy, convenient place where 
people can come. The island folks appreciate it and they 
utilize it,” said Page, who has been at her current job 
since October 1997. 

 When Page arrived on the island, the Recreation Center 
consisted of little more than a dingy gymnasium. In fact, 
because the facilities were so sparse, she seriously consid-
ered turning down the job offered to her by city officials. 
However, after learning that a master plan was in the 
works for IOP’s Recreation Department, she was con-
vinced that relocating from North Myrtle Beach to the Isle 
of Palms would be “a good challenge.” 
 Today, the centerpiece of IOP’s seven-acre recreation 
complex on 28th Avenue is a multipurpose building com-
pleted in December 2004, “on time and under budget.” 
It includes meeting and activity rooms where kids, teens, 
adults and seniors take part in activities such as yoga, 

By  B r i a n  S h e r m a n

The IOP RecReaTIOn cenTeR 

The  
Heart
  of the
Island
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gymnastics, line dancing, exercise classes and reading. The 
renovated gym features a cardio room and a basketball 
court that also hosts events such as the city’s annual Hal-
loween Carnival. 
 “We’ve dressed it up a lot. It didn’t look like this when I 
got here,” Page said. “When I arrived, the gym wasn’t even 
air conditioned. In the summer, the kids would go outside 
to get cool.” 
 There’s at least as much to do outside as inside at the 
recreation complex. A softball field also serves as a venue 
for lacrosse and machine-pitch baseball, while a multipur-
pose field is used for soccer, volleyball and the city’s annual 
Easter egg hunt. Batting cages complement the baseball 
field, while the lighted tennis courts and basketball courts 
are nearby. Closer to the main building are a large soccer 
field, a picnic shelter and a playground, “one of the best in 
Charleston County,” according to Page. 
 The center even has outdoor showers, where people 
coming from the beach can rinse off. 
 Page added that when dogs on the island escape their 
yards, they often end up at the ever-popular dog park, 
built by Recreation Department staff with fencing left over 
after the main building was completed. If possible, she’ll 
return the wayward canines to their owners. 

 “If the dog has a tag with an address, I’ll take them 
home,” she related. 
 Growing up in Clarkton, North Carolina, Page said she 
always wanted to teach and coach, “from day one.” How-
ever, her career almost took off in a different direction. She 
was unable to find employment after she graduated from 
Pembroke State University, so she returned to school to 
learn how to be a lab technician. She was offered two jobs 
on the same day: one as a recreation director in Salisbury, 
North Carolina, and the other as a hospital lab tech. 
 She chose the recreation job and later moved on to 
Myrtle Beach as director of the community center and 
coordinator of activities on the beach. Her next, and prob-
ably last, stop was the Isle of Palms. 
 Page was quick to point out that the Recreation Center 
offers programs and activities for people of all ages, from 
energetic pre-schoolers to enthusiastic senior citizens. 
There’s soccer for 3- to 14-year-olds and baseball and 
basketball for kids 5 to 14, as well as summer camps 
that help youngsters hone their basketball, lacrosse and 
volleyball skills. Adults, meanwhile, can participate in 
basketball, tennis, soccer, softball, volleyball and table ten-
nis. An array of activities are offered for youngsters, from 
art to tae kwon do to ballet, while adults can participate 

The Is le  of  Palms Recreat ion Depar tment  holds  an array  of  ac t iv i t ies,  inc luding the sand sculpt ing competit ion dur ing Piccolo Spoleto and the 
IOP Beach Run.  R ight :  Luke Armstrong is  one of  many local  res idents  who par t ic ipate  in  the c i t y ’s  youth basebal l  program. 

P h o t o s  co u r t e s y  o f  t h e  I s l e  o f  Pa l m s  R e c r e a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t .

http://www.iloveiop.com/
http://www.isleofpalmsmagazine.com/
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in everything from Zumba to dog training to learning to 
speak Italian. 
 And then there are the seniors. In addition to an ar-
ray of activities, the “Keenagers,” those 50 and older, get 
together on Wednesdays for a covered-dish lunch. If they 
don’t feel like walking from the parking lot to the building, 
staffers will give them a ride from and back to their cars in 
a golf cart. 
 “I tell my staff to treat the seniors like they would treat 
their grandparents,” Page said. 
 People who don’t live on the Isle of Palms can use the 
Recreation Center for a nominal extra fee, while visitors to 
the island pay a walk-in fee. 
 “We are a tourist destination, so we cater to those folks 
as well,” Page pointed out, adding that many who don’t 
live on the island full-time are surprised at the extent of 
IOP’s recreational opportunities. “People who visit say it’s 
a really nice facility. They comment that ‘We don’t have 
this where we come from.’” 
      In addition to the many activities offered at the Isle of 
Palms Recreation Center, the Recreation Department holds 
an array of special events, including an Easter egg hunt, 
Doggie Day, Music in the Park, the Holiday Street Festival, 
the IOP Beach Run, Ghostly Tide Tales, a Halloween carni-
val, a community wellness fair and various activities during 
Island History Month. The Department also runs the sand 
sculpting contest held during Piccolo Spoleto. 
      All this is accomplished with a staff of only six full-
time employees plus Page: Assistant Director Karrie Ferrell; 
Recreation Supervisors Andy Sinwald and Aaron Sweet; 
Community Specialist Holly Norton; Parks and Facili-
ties Specialist Rick Daugherty; and Robert Asero, who is 
responsible for the maintenance of the grounds. 
 “It amazes me what we do,” Page exclaimed. “These 
guys work hard.” 
 She pointed out that around 300 youngsters participate 
in youth sports programs at the Recreation Center and 
that an estimated 12,000 people come through the center 
in one form or another over the course of a year. Page, a 
breast cancer survivor, obviously is glad she chose recre-
ation over hospital work. 
 “It’s fun. I can’t imagine doing anything other than 
what I do,” she said. “We make people happy. I love what I 
do, and I love the people of the Isle of Palms. The fun part 
is that we’re able to cater to our residents. For example, if 
someone forgets to sign up his kids for basketball, we can 
just call him up and remind him.” 

To learn about all the Isle of Palms Recreation Department 
has to offer, visit www.iop.net/Recreation.
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This Used to be 
His Playground
As a young 

boy, Jimmy 
Carroll wiled 
away many a 
day at the public 
playground on 
the Isle of Palms. 
Today, as an IOP 
councilman and 
the chair of the 
city’s Recreation 
Committee, he is 
making decisions 
that affect a 
critical aspect of 
life on the island. 
 In the 1960s, when only about 300 people 
lived on the island, Carroll’s mom, Kathryn, 
served as recreation director.  When the 
playground, located on 27th Avenue, was in 
need of a new sliding board or a swing set, the 
Ladies Playground Auxiliary held a fundraiser to 
help pay for the equipment. 
 Today, IOP’s Recreation Department, with 
Norma Jean Page at the helm, is headquartered 
on a seven-acre complex that offers activities for 
people of all ages. 
 “It’s come full circle for me,” said Carroll, who 
was recently appointed to his second term as 
Recreation Committee chair. 
 He pointed out that the Isle of Palms’ first 
recreation building was donated to the city and 
moved from Sullivan’s Island. 
 He added that he and fellow committee 
members Carol Rice and Ted Kinghorn now are 
tasked with “bringing before the Council the 
goals Norma Jean wants to achieve.”  To Carroll, 
that’s an important job. 
 “The Recreation Department is the center of 
the Isle of Palms,” he remarked. “It’s critical. It’s 
what makes a community a community. That’s 
what brings people together.”

P h o t o  b y  B r i a n  S h e r m a n .

L       
egend still lingers on A 
tiny barrier island only 200 yards off 
the Isle of Palms. In the early 1930s, 
a man and his wife lived in self-exile 
on Goat Island, without electricity or 
water, choosing to turn their backs on 
civilization forever. The island remains 

a place of rustic solitude – a precious, slender slice of land 
beyond the reach of streetlights 
and bus stops. The legend of 

Goat Island has been passed down through generations of 
locals who sometimes share it with worthy tourists. 
 The legend of the Goat Man emerged in 1931, when 
a Charleston butcher, Henry Holloway, and his wife, 
Blanche, decided to free themselves from the rules, 
regulations and stresses of modern day society. Repelled 
by the intrusion of what was labeled as progress, the 
Holloways retreated from the real world as we know it, 
into a timeless, peaceful life of seclusion on their own 

deserted island, which they shared with a herd of goats.  
 There, alone, in a driftwood-covered hole in the 
ground, sheltered only by palm fronds, they claimed 
squatter’s rights over the island – the sole living heirs to 
the virgin paradise of Goat Island’s undeveloped beaches 
and marshlands.  
 The Goat Man and his wife learned to accept what 
God provided them with, drinking rainwater and eating 
whatever grew on the island. They lived in solitude 
under the aimless canopy of tree limbs and palms that 
provided them shelter in the rainy season, shade in the 
hot, sweltering summers and firewood in the cool, wet 
island winters.  
 While their nearby neighbors donned fancy new shoes 
and Sunday clothes, they wore only their tans. They denied 
a domesticated existence, refusing to live under the watchful 
eye of any community. They didn’t go to church, work 
or networking groups. Once they abandoned scheduled 
society, they never had to wake up to the sound of an alarm. 

by  D e n i s e  K .  J a m e s 
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The Lingering 
Legend of Goat Island

by  m a r i a  ZO n e 

The Goat  man and his  wi fe 
learned to  accept  what  God 

provided them with,  dr ink ing 
ra inwater  and eat ing whatever 

grew on the is land. 

http://www.iop.net/Recreation
http://www.iloveiop.com/
http://www.isleofpalmsmagazine.com/


L       
egend still lingers on A 
tiny barrier island only 200 yards off 
the Isle of Palms. In the early 1930s, 
a man and his wife lived in self-exile 
on Goat Island, without electricity or 
water, choosing to turn their backs on 
civilization forever. The island remains 

a place of rustic solitude – a precious, slender slice of land 
beyond the reach of streetlights 
and bus stops. The legend of 

Goat Island has been passed down through generations of 
locals who sometimes share it with worthy tourists. 
 The legend of the Goat Man emerged in 1931, when 
a Charleston butcher, Henry Holloway, and his wife, 
Blanche, decided to free themselves from the rules, 
regulations and stresses of modern day society. Repelled 
by the intrusion of what was labeled as progress, the 
Holloways retreated from the real world as we know it, 
into a timeless, peaceful life of seclusion on their own 

deserted island, which they shared with a herd of goats.  
 There, alone, in a driftwood-covered hole in the 
ground, sheltered only by palm fronds, they claimed 
squatter’s rights over the island – the sole living heirs to 
the virgin paradise of Goat Island’s undeveloped beaches 
and marshlands.  
 The Goat Man and his wife learned to accept what 
God provided them with, drinking rainwater and eating 
whatever grew on the island. They lived in solitude 
under the aimless canopy of tree limbs and palms that 
provided them shelter in the rainy season, shade in the 
hot, sweltering summers and firewood in the cool, wet 
island winters.  
 While their nearby neighbors donned fancy new shoes 
and Sunday clothes, they wore only their tans. They denied 
a domesticated existence, refusing to live under the watchful 
eye of any community. They didn’t go to church, work 
or networking groups. Once they abandoned scheduled 
society, they never had to wake up to the sound of an alarm. 

by  D e n i s e  K .  J a m e s 

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f t
he

 S
C

 F
C

A
 O

ut
do

or
s.

w w w.iLoveiOP.com |  w w w.is leO fPalmsm agazine.com 11

The Lingering 
Legend of Goat Island

by  m a r i a  ZO n e 

The Goat  m an and his  wi fe 
learned to  accept  what  God 

provided them with,  dr ink ing 
ra inwater  and eat ing whatever 

grew on the is land. 

http://www.iloveiop.com/
http://www.isleofpalmsmagazine.com/


w w w.ILoveIOP.com |  w w w.Is leO fPalmsMagazine.com12

Instead, they rose to the whispering wind and saw their days 
end with pink sunsets over trouble-free waters.  
 The Goat Man and his wife collected the discarded 
debris that drifted onto the shores and into their lives. 
They eventually accepted handouts from people on passing 
yachts. The Holloways were always gracious and courteous 
to those who offered sandwiches and leftovers from a day 
of picnicking on nearby Dewees Island.  
 During the Goat Man’s 32 years of self-imposed exile, 
people in nearby communities who didn’t have to scavenge 
for their food knew the Holloways were out there, across the 
waterway, but, for the most part, they denied the possibility 
that the Holloways’ simple nomadic lifestyle might have 
been perfectly sane. The famous Charleston rumor mills 
spread the seeds that the Goat Man and his wife were out of 
their minds and out of touch with civilization.  
 Over the years, the legend of the secretive Goat Man 
and his wife has been told right around bedtime, at 
dusk, so that children and adults who are a little scared 
to explore unique possibilities during the day can dream 
of the unbelievable at night. Little children thought 
the island was haunted because their parents told them 
strange voices echoed through the trees and in the thick 

underbrush. Some children dared to challenge their fears, 
crossing the water into the unknown, only to discover 
that the alien sounds were the soulful singing of a content, 
solitary man.  
 In 1961, after 30 years of living in the natural elements, 
the Goat Man accepted a small hut as a Christmas gift 
from generous neighbors who were concerned that the 
Holloways were too old to live an unsheltered life. But 
their existence soon changed. The Goat Man caught 
pneumonia and died, leaving Blanche to carry on the 
legend and tradition alone.  
 Blanche survived Henry in solitude on Goat Island for 
almost a year. She died from burns suffered in a fire caused 
by a wood-burning stove that also was a handout from 
civilized do-gooders. According to the legend, the Goat 
Man and his wife were buried together in the Lutheran 
Church Cemetery in Mount Pleasant. Their paradise was 
overrun by looters searching for hidden wealth and buried 
treasure. But the Goat Man’s paradise wasn’t measured 
by material things. There was nothing looters could take, 
either before or after the Holloways passed on. Their 
wealth was their ability to challenge the unknown and to 
abide by the laws of Nature. 
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Just Beachy
New Parking Regulations in 2016

I       
n years past, a day at beautiful     
Isle of Palms during peak season could get a bit 
overwrought for motorists struggling to find a 
spot to park the family vehicle, unload snacks, 
drinks and beach chairs and head for the shore. In 
an effort to calm the haphazard parking, ensure 
the safety of residents and visitors alike and make 

a day trip to the sand and surf more pleasurable, the city 
of Isle of Palms is implementing 
a new parking plan beginning in 

May. But don’t fret – it’s going to be a good thing.  
 “For the 2016 beach season, no daily beach visitor 
will have to pay to park on the SCDOT right-of-way,” 
assured Linda Tucker, the city administrator, when 

she saw me delicately wrinkling my nose at the words 
“parking regulations.” “Drivers will just have to park in the 
designated beach parking areas.”  
 These designated areas – mostly along Palm Boulevard 
and otherwise outside of the nooks and crannies of 
residential life – apply only during the peak hours of the 
day, between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m., and during the peak 
months of the year, between May 15 and Sept. 15.  
 “City Council tried to zero in on a specific challenge and 
time of year,” remarked Mayor Dick Cronin. “Essentially, 
unsafe conditions were created when people parked 
wherever they found the space. And though tickets were 
given for illegal parking, those unsafe conditions remained. 
So the city sought a more managed beach experience.”  
 The more managed beach experience, according to 

Cronin and other officials of the city, has been in the works 
for a handful of years, starting back in 2008. As early as 
February of that year, the Planning Commission began 
working on a parking plan to submit to the South Carolina 
Department of Transportation. Things took a while, but 
the new 2016 plan has been met with approval by the 
SCDOT.  
 “Because the majority of the roads on IOP belong to 
the state, anything we decided had to be cleared by them,” 
Cronin explained.  
 Folks who are lucky enough to live on the Isle of Palms 
year-round or own a vacation home are encouraged to visit 
the city’s website and apply for special credentials, at no 
cost to them, which enable them to park in residential-only 

areas during peak times. Meanwhile, they can give their 
personal visitors a day guest pass; for $15, each resident can 
receive up to two booklets of 30 passes for the season.  
 “We want people to visit the website and go through the 
process to have their cars and golf carts – yes, golf carts are 
included in the new regulations – credentialed,” said Tucker.  
 And if you’re a hapless visitor, either from elsewhere in 
the tri-county or from another state, who knows naught 
about areas in which parking is permitted? According to 
city officials, that, too, is the time to visit the Isle of Palms 
website, where a map marked in red clearly shows where to 
leave your car during a sunbathing session.  
 “If you’re a Mount Pleasant resident and you come to 
the beach, you can park in the red areas – simple as that,” 
said Tucker. 
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Ocean POint
57
Nestled at the far 

end of the gated resort 
community, Wild Dunes, 
sits Ocean Point, a pres-

tigious, private neighborhood. A 
second gate marks the exclusivity 
of the 71 residences that call this 
area home.   
 57 Ocean Point was custom-
designed and built just more 
than a decade ago by Dr. and Mrs. 
Houser as their primary residence. 

Mrs. Houser herself insisted on the 
open, gracious entry that  “gives 
the house that extra touch of 
Charleston charm.”  
 A welcoming front porch and 
stained oak door usher you into the 
luxurious great room. An elegant 
stairway beckons a grand entrance. 
The high ceilings, seemingly end-
less windows and neutral colors 
simultaneously awe and soothe, 
creating a serene atmosphere. 

There are views of the Atlantic, 
Dewees Inlet and even the Links 
Golf Course from nearly every 
room – almost bringing the great 
outdoors inside. 
 A marvelous first floor master 
suite overlooks the ocean and has 
access to the expansive ocean-view 
sundeck and pool. A sitting area, 
with a fireplace and bookshelves 
completes this room. Imagine curling 
up with the newspaper and morning 

WILD Dunes, IsLe Of PALMs, sOuTH CArOLInA
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coffee, overlooking the ocean. The 
impressive master bath boasts a jet-
ted tub, large separate shower, dual 
vanities and multiple closets.  
 There are a number of 
architectural details within 
the home, illustrating the 
care that went into its 
custom design. The inte-
rior features curved walls, 
stately columns, a grand, 
sweeping staircase and 
much more. The custom-
designed eat-in kitchen, 
dining room, den, living 
room and master suite 
are all on the first floor, 
most offering expansive 
views. An elevator provides 
access to all three levels and makes 
every day living in this expansive 
space comfortable and easy. 
 Three guest rooms with ample 
closets are on the second floor, along 

with a multipurpose room (possibly 
a fifth bedroom) with a spacious 
walk-in closet and private balcony, 
also overlooking the Atlantic. 

 The third floor is a colorful space 
featuring a game room complete 
with pool table, a card room with 
a wet bar, and window seating, a 
craft room and a secret entryway 

into a cozy bedroom and den (or 
the perfect exercise room). Think 
grandchildren … or “man cave”! 
      The driveway accommodates 

a number of vehicles and 
leads to a four-car garage 
with plenty of room for 
autos, golf cars, bikes … 
you name it. The exterior is 
framed by lush landscap-
ing that complements the 
home’s architecture.  
      Ocean Point offers own-
ers and guests access to a 
stunning ocean front pool, 
complete with a covered 
open air picnic pavilion and 
hot tub. 

Contact info: 
Betty Poore 
Betty@BettyPoore.com 
843-442-1889 
Dunes Properties of Charleston, Inc.

M A R K E T I N G  C O N T E N T 15

M A R K E T I N G  C O N T E N T

mailto:Betty@bettypoore.com


16 w w w.ILoveIOP.com |  w w w.Is leO fPalmsMagazine.com

* Media Services, Inc. does not take responsibility for any information deemed to be incorrect, including: MLS listed or sold price, listing agent or company, selling agent or company and days on the market.  
Please note that agents and companies can and do change. 

MLS LISTED PRICE LISTING AGENT SELLING AGENT DAYS ON  SELLING PRICE
 LISTING COMPANY SELLING COMPANY MARKET

1) $4,900,000 Steve Kaul Jane Smith 24 $4,175,000 
 Carolina One Carriage Properties  
2) $4,240,000 Betty Gales Eve Olasov 35 $3,750,000 
 REMAX Alliance Luxury Land and Homes   
3) $3,995,000 Ashley Haynes Ashley Haynes 67 $3,500,000 
 East Island Real Estate East Island Real Estate  
4) $3,350,000 Melinda Mitchell Kristin Walker 75 $3,110,000 
 AgentOwned Preferred Dunes Properties  
5) $2,595,000 Holly Covington Frank Rutigliano 40 $2,450,000 
 The Beach Company Keller Williams Charleston Islands  
6) $2,850,000 Bill Barnhill Everett Presson 45 $2,450,000 
 Keller Williams Charleston Carolina One  
7) $2,795,000 Holly Covington Ruthie Smythe 60 $2,450,000 
 The Beach Company Lois Lane Properties  
8) $2,650,000 Ashley Haynes Jimmy Carroll 70 $2,450,000 
 East Island Real Estate Carroll Realty  
9) $2,400,000 Jimmy Carroll Tim Rogers 65 $2,300,000 
 Carroll Realty AgentOwned Preferred  
10) $2,500,000 Jason Ogden Debbie Davis 45 $2,250,000 
 Cassina Group Dunes Properties

Isle of Palms, S.C.TOP
10

MOST EXPENSIVE
HOMES SOLD 2015

843.412.0189
rfain@dunesproperties.com

Listed Exclusively by

Rick Fain

3006 Cameron Boulevard  |  $2,449,000   |  6 bed, 5.5 bath, 4670 sq ft

716 Carolina Boulevard  |  $2,150,000   |  6 bed, 4 bath, 3990 sq ft
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Still at Home 
on the Island
Former U.S. rep. Tommy HarTneT T 
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I n the O val  O ff ice :  Pres ident  Ronald Reagan,  far  r ight ,  with ,  counterc lock wise :  U.S .  Reps.  Tommy Har tnett  and Floyd Spence;  David Stock man, 
d i rec tor  of  the O ff ice  of  Management  and Budget ;  Lyn Nofz iger,  ass istant  to  the pres ident  for  pol i t ica l  af fa i rs ;  U.S .  Reps.  Trent  Lott  and 

Carrol l  Campbel l ;  and Vice  Pres ident  George Bush.

Y
ou can hardly talk about    
former U.S. Rep. Tommy Hartnett 
without talking about the Isle of 
Palms. It’s not just the place he has 
ended up – it’s the place where he 
started. From childhood summers 
spent on the beach to his first job to 

the first date with his future spouse, the Isle of Palms has 
played a supporting role not only in Hartnett’s back story 
but in who he is and what he has accomplished. 
 Hartnett’s story is a fascinating tale of politics and 
family in the Lowcountry, highlighted by his six years in 
the U.S. House of Representatives as the first Republican 
elected from South Carolina’s 1st Congressional District 
since Reconstruction.  
 
The early Days 
 The foundation of today’s Isle of Palms was laid in late 
1944, when real estate developer J.C. Long purchased 
more than 1,000 acres of land and began building roads 
and houses, putting into motion IOP’s transformation 
from a small summer resort community to a permanent 

home for thousands of year-round residents. Hartnett 
was introduced early on to the island that would become 
such an important part of his life. 
 “J.C. Long’s wife was my daddy’s first cousin. We 
called her Aunt Alberta,” Hartnett recalled. “They would 
give us a house on the Isle of Palms for two or three 
weeks every summer. My daddy being handicapped, J.C. 
always felt it was good for him to come out and get some 
island air. We would stay near their house when there 
were hardly any houses out there. The farthest the island 
went at the time was 21st Avenue. There was a public 
picnic ground there where you could go out and picnic, 
but there was nobody on the island then.” 
 Year after year, the family would return to the island 
where Hartnett and his sisters spent their days play-
ing on the beach and their evenings watching fireflies. 
The amusement park on the island, with a carousel and 
swings, was open year-round, and there was bingo, too, 
but the Isle of Palms was still a strictly local retreat. 
 “It was very quiet – all local people. It was not any 
place where people came from afar to vacation with their 
families because there weren’t any big houses here and no 
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air conditioning,” Hartnett said. 
 Later, his first job was on the island, with J.C. Long’s 
construction company, as was his first date with Bonnie 
Kennerly, his future bride. 
 “Our first date was a luau on front beach,” recalled 
Bonnie Hartnett. “We were chaperoned by Henry and 
Esther Tecklenburg, parents of Charleston Mayor John 
Tecklenburg. There was a fire and we roasted marshmal-
lows and I think they cooked a pig. You could do that 
back then.” 
 Later on, the couple would go to the end of the island 
where Wild Dunes is now and shoot cans over the marsh.  
 “That was where I learned to shoot, when I was dat-
ing Tommy here at the end of the island,” Bonnie Hart-
nett remembered. 
 They were married in 1965, and they determined 
to start their new life together on the Isle of Palms. 
They purchased their first house on the island but never 
moved in. 
 “We bought the house a month before we got mar-
ried,” recalled Hartnett. “There was no living together 

then – she lived with her mom and dad and I lived with 
mine – but she was teaching school in North Charleston 
and I was working downtown. We got to thinking about 
it, and it just wasn’t the practical thing to do, so we sold 
that house before we ever moved into it.” 
 More than a decade later, in 1977, the couple 
bought another house on the Isle of Palms, this time 
in Wild Dunes. It was their summer home until 2011, 
when they became permanent residents.
 
Public Service callS 
 By the time the Hartnetts bought their home on the 
Isle of Palms, Tommy was already a leader in the South 
Carolina Statehouse. He was a rising star in the Repub-
lican Party as well, though his political career had begun 
on the other side of the aisle. 
 In 1964, at the age of 22, Hartnett entered his first 
political contest, running in the Democratic primary for the 
State House of Representatives. He won that race as well as 
the general election and went on to be re-elected three more 
times, serving a total of eight years. He might have spent 
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air conditioning,” Hartnett said. 
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more time in Columbia, but, in 1972, the Democratic Party 
nominated George McGovern as its candidate for president, 
and he was just too liberal for Hartnett. 
 “I fell out with the Democrats,” Hartnett explained. 
“My name was already on the ballot for the June (Dem-
ocratic) primary when I went to a meeting and they were 
asking all the candidates who they were planning on 
voting for for president. I couldn’t lie. I said ‘I’m voting 
for Richard Nixon, and if me voting for Nixon means 
I don’t get your vote for the Statehouse, then keep your 
vote. I quit.’” 
 Local Republicans quickly recruited Hartnett to run 
for the State Senate, and, when he and future Gov. James 
B. Edwards won their seats, half of the Charleston-area 
Senate delegation was on the Republican side of the 
aisle. After two terms in the Senate, he was ready for 
a new challenge. When U.S. Rep. Mendel Davis an-

nounced that he would not seek re-election in 1980, 
Hartnett set his sights on Washington, D.C., and the 
U.S. House of Representatives.  
 The last time voters had sent a Republican to the 
House from Charleston was during the post-Civil War 
Reconstruction era in 1876, when African-American 
Joseph Rainey was re-elected to his fourth term. Recon-
struction ended the following year when federal troops 
were withdrawn from the South and Rainey was defeated 
in the election of 1878. 
 
Mr. Hartnett Goes to WasHinGton 
 While Ronald Reagan was changing the national 
political landscape with his landslide victory in 1980, 
Tommy Hartnett was doing some landscaping of his own 
back in Charleston. In running for Congress in the 1st 
District, he was challenging 102 years of Democratic 

Bonnie  and Tommy Har tnett  with  Pres ident  R ichard N ixon.

Ph
ot

o 
pr

ov
id

ed
 b

y 
To

m
m

y 
H

ar
tn

et
t.

control and also a well-known opponent. Charles 
“Pug” Ravenel had run unsuccessfully for governor 
in 1974 and against Strom Thurmond for a seat in 
the U.S. Senate in 1978. Hartnett won a close race 
and moved the family to the Washington area. 
 “It was a thrilling time for the whole family. The 
kids were young, Bonnie was young. I was excited 
about it,” Hartnett recalled. “We packed up at 
Christmas in 1980, rented a house in Alexandria and 
moved up there. Everyone was enthusiastic.” 
 Hartnett was elected as the president of an 
exceptionally large freshman class of congressional 
Republicans, a position that gave him much more 
access than most newly-elected congressmen.  
 “I got to meet with the president, fly on Air 
Force One, sit in the cabinet room with the 
president and the leaders of the party,” explained 
Hartnett. “I really liked that, but it wore on me 
family-wise and otherwise constantly coming 
back and forth to Washington.” 
 During his campaign, Hartnett had pledged 
to serve no more than three terms – a promise he 
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kept – but his wife and children only made it through 
the first term. After two years, they moved back to their 
home in Wild Dunes, and, during the rest of his time 
in Congress, Hartnett rented a small apartment within 
walking distance of the Capitol and flew home on week-
ends.  
 “It’s not a very family-oriented profession,” explained 
Hartnett. 
 As promised, Hartnett limited himself to three terms 
in Congress, returning to South Carolina and running 
for lieutenant governor in 1986. He narrowly lost that 
race to Democrat Nick Theodore.  
 Hartnett made one more run for office, this time for 
the U.S. Senate against fellow Isle of Palms resident Fritz 
Hollings. 
 “That was a wonderful race. I had more fun in doing 
that than any other political thing I’ve ever done, even 
though I lost it,” recalled Hartnett. “Nobody thought I 
could win – and I proved that they were right – but if I 
had a little more help financially I could have. I lost that 
race by less than 1 percent statewide. I got more votes for 
the Senate in South Carolina and lost than anybody had 

ever gotten to that point and won. The turnout was huge.” 
 Some might find it awkward to lose such a close elec-
tion and then have to live in the same neighborhood as 
your opponent, but Tommy Hartnett isn’t one of those 
people. Hartnett and Hollings have a long history, and 
one election, no matter how contentious it seemed, was 
unlikely to cause a permanent rift. 
 In fact, Hartnett’s first political activity was volun-
teering for Hollings’ unsuccessful attempt to win a seat 
in the U.S. Senate in 1962. Two years later, Hollings 
was among the first to contribute to Hartnett’s run for 
the Statehouse. Hollings was at Hartnett’s wedding, and 
Hartnett helped Hollings’ daughters get jobs as pages in 
the State Legislature. 
 “We’ve stayed friendly, and that’s the way it should be 
with Democrats and Republicans,” said Hartnett. 
 Anyone who’s retired from public service after so 
many years is bound to have regrets about things not ac-
complished, and Hartnett is no different.  
 “I was offered the assistant secretary of the Army. 
I turned it down and I regret that,” recalled Hartnett. 
“And then I was offered the chairmanship of the Federal 

Bonnie  and Tommy Har tnett  greet  Pres ident  George Herber t  Walker  Bush.
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Bonnie  Har tnett  ta lks  with  Fi rst  Lady Nanc y Reagan. Pres ident  Ronald Reagan leaves  Air  Force One with U.S .  Rep.  Carrol l 
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Maritime Commission, and I turned 
that down. I don’t regret that as much 
as I do the assistant secretary of the 
Army. I think I would have loved do-
ing that. The other thing I regret after 
coming home is when Harvard called 
me and wanted me to come to the 
John F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment and be a lecturer for one semes-
ter. It didn’t pay much, and I was just 
getting set up in business again so I 
turned that down.” 
 While there may be a few regrets 
from his time in Washington, Hartnett 
has no regrets about where he’s ended 
up: “I think I’d stay on the island if I 
could go anywhere. I’d probably live 
on the front beach with a view of the 
ocean, but if I could make a choice of 
anywhere I could live, it would prob-
ably still be here.“ Pres ident  George Herber t  Walker  Bush,  lef t ,  and U.S .  Rep.  Tommy Har tnett  d iscuss  issues 

aboard Air  Force One.
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